356                            HISTORICAL   NOTICE
The wedding of Mademoiselle de Nantes had preceded that of the Due du Maine; the Marquise, indisposed at the time, only appeared there for a moment, but there, too, her generous temper excited admiration. Generous is not the word. Madame de Montespan wished to show herself worthy of the King on these occasions of importance, for at heart she did not love to give.
Her household, since her departure from the Court, was maintained at Paris with splendour and magnificence, but she supervised all the details herself, and said to her intendant, with a sly smile: " It is a proof of my love for you, that I want to prevent you from damning yourself;f' a precaution which, none the less, did not hinder that good servant from making a handsome fortune.
The mother of the Duchesse de Bourbon, and the Due du Maine, Sovereign Prince of Dombes, maintained an exalted state, from which she never descended. In her reception-room there was her arm-chair alone, and the Princes, her children, when visiting her, occupied in her presence only the chairs without arms. She accompanied them (because of their rank) as far as the middle of the room, but never as far as the salon.
Her children and the great Mademoiselle excepted, she never escorted anyone.
Her habits harmonised very little with that excess of humility and penitence to which certain contemporaries allege she had been persuaded by Pere Latour, the general of the Oratorians and her confessor. Her austerities went no further than alms-giving; as foe hairnary lovers, must, nevertheless, aave sounded odd in the ears of one who was royal.
